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December 8, 2023 

The Honorable Patty Murray 

U.S. Senator 

154 Russell Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

The Honorable Maria Cantwell 

U.S. Senator 

511 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senators Murray and Cantwell, 

The lower Snake River dams are lifelines for rural communities across southeast 

Washington. Their significance extends far beyond, powering the homes, farms, and 

industries not only within these regions but across Washington and the entire Pacific 

Northwest. Yet, in the shadow of undisclosed agreements forged behind closed doors, 

these vital dams face an uncertain future.  For that reason, the member-owned not-for-

profit electric cooperatives that comprise the Washington Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association stand together in steadfast opposition to the yet-undisclosed agreement the 

administration has negotiated behind closed doors that affects these important dams and 

the 270,000 customers our members serve. 

According to the information made available, including a letter sent recently to President 

Biden by our own U.S. Representatives Cathy McMorris Rodgers and Dan Newhouse, as 

well as U.S. Representatives Russ Fulcher of Idaho and Cliff Bentz of Oregon, the 

administration has negotiated with plaintiffs, states, and tribes in ongoing litigation over 

Columbia River System Operations and arrived at an agreement that could seriously 

impact Ice Harbor Lock and Dam, Lower Monumental Dam, Little Goose Dam, and 

Lower Granite Dam, a group of vital power-generating dams collectively known as the 

lower Snake River dams. Their letter generously describes the language of the agreement 

as “vague and imprecise,” but the reality is that our members and the vast number of 

rural families and businesses they serve have been left entirely in the dark concerning 

this potentially far-reaching agreement that could seriously affect their future. 

http://www.wreca.coop/


As details of this agreement emerge, we urge you to exercise your oversight powers of the 

Executive Branch to ensure that details of this agreement are made crystal clear and that 

our members and other stakeholders are involved in negotiations, as they should have 

been from the start. Not only would this reflect the essence of the democratic process, 

but it would also afford our members and others a fair chance to anticipate and prepare 

for the inevitable repercussions expected from this agreement. Your leadership on this 

issue would serve as a crucial safeguard, ensuring the Biden administration fully 

acknowledges the imperative congressional authorization necessary for the potential 

removal of any or all of the lower Snake River dams. 

The scant details regarding this agreement raise several pressing questions that demand 

urgent and transparent answers from President Biden's administration. We implore you 

to advocate for clarity and a swift response, as these inquiries are of great importance to 

our eleven members and their customers. Among these critical questions are the 

following: 

• To what extent does the agreement include plans, in any fashion, to breach the

lower Snake River dams as part of an effort to transform energy sourcing under a

newly established Pacific Northwest Tribal Energy Program?

• Will the Pacific Northwest Tribal Energy Program fall under the authority of the

Bonneville Power Administration to regulate electric power rates and to ensure

adequate power supplies for the region? If not, what will be the effect on electric

rates and reliability for families and businesses in our state?

• Will a plan to replace energy services for the lower Snake River dams fully

account for the baseload nature of these dams, specifically their full

dispatchability for power production, a feature many other electricity sources

cannot provide?

• Will processes to study and project grid reliability include input from power

providers such as our eleven members?

• What scientific basis substantiates the administration officials' decision-making

regarding their plan, particularly concerning salmon recovery and water quality?

What are the specific plans regarding salmon and steelhead, how will a

commitment of $200 million to salmon reintroduction be spent, and how could

this affect power production for customers in Washington?



• Will you obtain authorization from Congress for the final version of this

agreement? Will this process include the necessary public hearings that

Washington residents rightfully deserve for an initiative of such broad scope?

Our members, understandably, are deeply concerned about these closed-door 

negotiations that could seriously affect the lower Snake River dams. We are counting on 

you to demand the transparent and comprehensive answers our eleven members and the 

people of Washington deserve. We stand ready to assist you in this process and encourage 

your swift attention to this important issue.  

Best regards, 

Paul Griffin 

Executive Director 




